LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Opportunity

~

to Object
Melvin Butte
Vegetation \
Management Project

Deschutes National

Forest, Sisters Ranger

District

This legal notice an-
nounces the availabil-
ity of the final envi-
ronmental
assessment (EA) and
draft Decision Notice
gJN) for the Melvin

utte Vegetation
Management Project
and provides informa-
tion on how to object
to-the proposed deci-
sion. The project's
legal location is T16S,
RO9E, and TI17S,
R09; Willamette Me-
ridian.

John Allen, ;
Supervisor, has de-
cided to Implement
Alternative 2 as de-
scribed-in the final en-
vironmental assess-
ment. The draft
decision would main-

Forest

tain and restore for-
est resiliency and for-
est health in conifer
stands to provide
habitat for interior for-
est .species afd re-
duce the hazard of
large scale fires on
about 4,469 acres.
There has been de-
parture.  in

and prescribed bum-
ing would create con-
ditions  that move
stands towards the
; over  the
long-term.  About 8
miles of road would
be decommissioned;
about six miles of
road closed. Alterna-
tive 2 would construct
aboul 0.08 miles of
temporary road. The
project area is about
5,375 acres in size.

The analysis has been
completed and the
ijec‘t is now subject
0 the pre-decisional
administrative review
process pursuant to
36 CFR 218 subparts
A and B (aka the ob-
ection process). The
inal  environmental
assessment and draft
Decision Notice can
be obtained by con-
tacting Michael Ke-
own, Project Leader,
Sisters Ranger Dis-
trict, Pine Street and
Highway 20, Sisters,
Oregon 97759. Phone
(541) 549-7785 or
viewed on the Forest
Service NEPA web-
site:

hitp://data.ecosystem-
management.org/ne-

paweb/nepa_project
gxp.php_?projac!ﬂ:iw

conifer
stands in the project
area from the Historic
Range of Variability
(HRV) and vegelation
Arealments such as
- thinning from below

|
l
|
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must be. éub_m tted as

During the objection
period, only those in-
dividuals or organiza-
tions that submitted
specific written com-
ments during a desig-
nated opportunity for
public  participation
(such as scoping or
the 30-day public
comment period on
the draft environ-
mental assessment)
may object (36 CFR
218.5). Objections
must meet the re-
quirements of 36 CFR
218.8(d); incorpora-
tion of documents by
reference is permitted
only as provided for at
36 CFR 218.8(b).

Objections may be
filed at the foliowing
locations:  Postal

Delivery: Reviewing
Officer, Pacific
Northwest  Region,
USDA Forest Service,
Attn: 1570 Appeals
and Objections, PO
Box 3623, Portland,
Oregon 97208-3623:
Emailed to:
objections-pnw-region
al-office @fs.fed.us.

Please put
OBJECTION and the
project name in !he}
? ¢ Aine.

part of ‘an actual
e-mail message, or as
an  atlachment in
Microsoft Word (.doc), |
rich text format (.rtf;,
or portable document
format. (.pdf) only.
E-mails submitted to
addresses other than
the ones listed above
or in formats other
than those listed
above or containing
vituses will be
rejected. It is the
responsibility of the
objector to confirm
receipt of -objections
submitted by
electronic mail. For
electronically mailed
objections, the sender
should _  normally
receive an automated
electronic
acknowledgement
from the agency as
confirmation of
receipt. If the sender
does not receive an
automated
acknowledgement of
receipt, it is the
sender's responsibility

to ensure timely
receipt . by  other
'means; Hand

deliveries: Pacific
Northwest  Regional
Office, 1220 SW 3rd
Ave., Portland,

QOregon 97204. Hand
deliveries can occur
between 8:00. AM and
4:30 PM, Monday
through Friday excepl
legal holidays; or
Faxed to: Regional
Forester, Attn: 1570
Appeals and Objec-
tions at
(541)383-5553.

_received by = the

Objeclions must be
postmarked or

Reviewing Office
within 45 days from
the date of publication
of notice of the
objection period in
The Bulletin, the
newspaper of record,
Bend, OR. The publi-
cation date is the
exclusive means for
calculating the time to
fle an  objection.
Those wishing to file
an . objection - should
nol rely upon dates or

timieframe information
‘provided by any other
source.

Issues raised in

ohjections must be’

based on previously

submitted specific
written ~ comments
regarding the

proposed project or
‘aclivity ‘and attributed
to -the objector, un-
less the issue s
based on new infor-
mation that arese
after the oppontunities
for comment. The

burden is on the
objectof . to
demonstrate
-

compliance with this
requirement for
‘objection issues;

An objection must

include” a description
of those aspects of
the proposed project
addressed by the
objection,  Includin
specific issues relat

to the proposed
project; if applicable,
how “the objector
believes the
environmental
analysis or  draft
decision  specifically
violates law,
regulation, or policy;
suggested remedies
that would resolve the
objectien; supporting
reasons  for  the
reviewing officer to
consider; and a
statement that
demonstrates the
connection between
prior specific written
comments on the
particular  proposed
project or activity and
the content of the
objection, unless the
objection concems an
issue that arose after

the designated
opportunities for
comment.

For additional

information about the
objection process -or
the Melvin Butte
project contact
Micrzel Keown,
Environmental ©
Coordinator, phone
(541) 549-7735, email
mkeown@fs.fed.us.
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